INTRODUCTION.                                5
put up to auction among the Peshva's attendants, who were en-couraged to bid high, and sometimes disgraced if they showed a reluctance to enter on this sort of speculation. Next year the same operation was renewed, and the district was generally transferred to a higher bidder. The Mamlutdar, thus constituted, had no time for inquiry, and no motive for forbearance ; he let out his district at an enhanced rate to under-fariners, who repeated the operation till it readied the Patels."
"If one of these officers farmed his own village, he became absolute master of everyone in it. No complaints were listened to, and the Mamlutdar, who was formerly a check on the Patel, as the Government was on the Mamlutdar, now afforded him an excuse for tyranny, bearing the blame of his exactions. (S.O.) If the Patel refused to farm the village at the rate proposed, the case was perhaps worse, as the Mamlutdar's own officers undertook to levy the sum determined on, with less knowledge and less mercy than the Patel. In either case, the actual state of the cultivation was in essentials entirely disregarded. A man's means of payment, not the land he occupied, were the scale on which lie was assessed; no moderation was shown in levying the sum fixed, and every pretext for fine and forfeiture, every means of rigour and confiscation, were employed to squeeze the utmost out of the people before the arrival of the day when the Mamlutdar was to give up his charge. Amidst all this violence an account was prepared as if the settlement had been made in the most deliberate manner. This account was, of course, fictitious, and the collections were always underrated, as it enabled the Patel to impose on the next Mamlutdar, and the Mamlutdar to deceive the Government and his fellows. The next Mamlutdar pretended to be deceived ; he agreed to the most moderate terms, and gave every encouragement except tulcavi (allowances in cash) to increase the cultivation, but when the crops were on the ground, or when the end of his period drew near, he threw off the mask and plundered like his predecessors. In consequence of this plan, the assessment of the land, being proposed early in the season, would be made with some reference to former practice, and saudir waurid and other puttees (cesses) would accumulate until the time when the Mamlutdar came to make up his accounts. It was then that his